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Kapoor had wanted the lovemaking scenes
from Kurbaan deleted from the print that was
meant for her mom. Did you ever harbour
such thoughts about the daring scenes of
yours from Rang Rasiya?

Not even for a second did | feel that way. I'm
proud of Ketan Mehta’s important and
outstanding film, and loved playing Sugandha.
But yes, there is one moment in the film, in which
the muse inspires the artist by posing for him,
thus, creating a masterpiece of art together,
which did make it a difficult decision to accept
the role since | am personally quite a private and
shy girl. In fact, the biggest help in making that
decision came from my family — both my parents
felt that the scene in question is the emotional
and political heart of the story (the Censor Board
agreed!) and that the film would not be true to
itself without it. In a film dealing with
censorship, how can | justify censoring myself?
So by the time | did the scene, | was fully in
character. | was not the shy girl Nandana, but the
iconoclast Sugandha, who broke all the rules of
her time by the sheer power of her extraordinary
courage and conviction. Why would | wish to hide
any aspect of Sugandha’s personality?

‘Wanting to sue the
producers is as absurd a
notion as my being secretly
married for a year,’ says
Nandana Sen. Nothing else
in the world — neither the
competition nor the glitz —
is important enough for the
actor to get stressed, is it?

HOW can

JUSTIFY

censoring myself’

PRIYANKA DASGUPTA
Times News Network

that originated in a conversation | had last year,

over coffee in Bangalore, with my extremely tal-
ented friend, Srijit. We were talking about films
that had greatly influenced us both, and we both
blurted out Nayak in the same breath! That was
the start, and the story took on flesh and blood as
the year progressed. In fact, we brainstormed and
developed Autograph in four different cities —
Bangalore, Kolkata, Mumbai and Santiniketan!
What I love about the characters Srijit has
written, including mine, is that they are
uncompromisingly real, yet not predictable at all.
| play a theatre actor in the film. My character is
full of youthful energy and idealism. She is brave,
romantic, guileless and outspoken — sometimes

embarrassingly tactless and always deeply

passionate about her beliefs.

Do you regret not having accepted Italo
Spinelli’s Choli Ke Peeche?

Why on earth would I? I've great respect for
Italo and Mahasweta Devi. But | had very good
reasons to say no. Although | support the film
fully, I feel the subject matter is such that the

‘I'm not the kind
of person who
would ever have

a superiority
complex’

that incidentally appeared in the same gossip
column you're referring to!

How do you avoid a superiority complex when
you have a dad who is invited by Barack
Obama for dinner?

I’m tremendously proud of both my parents,
but my sense of self-worth is entirely independent
of them both. I've never believed in reflected glory
— it's always been a priority for me to make my
own way. Since childhood, I've been a pretty
confident girl and willing to take chances. I'm
sure both of them had a lot to do with instilling
that courage and self-assurance in me. But, I'm
not the kind of person who would ever have a
superiority complex.

Have you watched Prosenjit's movies?

I’'m a big fan of Bumbada’s work. | especially
loved him in Atanko, Khela and Dosar, and | can’t
wait to see him as Lalan Fakir, whose songs I've
always been crazy about!

Considering that both your Rang Rasiya and
another film — Makara Manju — deal with
the life of Raja Ravi Varma, does competition
bother you?

Not at all. | know that Rang Rasiya is
extraordinary and absolutely unlike any other
film. Secondly, I've always been very positive as a
person — it takes a lot for me to feel insecure. |
am vulnerable only when it comes to the people |
love. Nothing else in the world — neither the
competition nor the glitz — is important enough
to get stressed, is it?

tribal girl’s nudity cannot avoid becoming
unintentionally voyeuristic and exoticized for a
Western audience, even though that is definitely
not the objective. If you remember, previously too
| had passed up various other international
projects because of a similar concern. | made an
exception in Rang Rasiya, because it focusses on
the increasingly critical topic of censorship (what
happened to Kurbaan being case in point, along
with many other examples). Besides, life’s too
short to have regrets, unless you've really hurt
somebody. Only then is it time to take stock.
priyanka.dasgupta@timesgroup.com

There was a buzz about you supposedly
sending a legal notice to the producers of
Prince: It’s Showtime asking them to
reimburse your medical bills for an injury
that you had sustained while shooting for the
film long ago in South Africa. What had
exactly happened?

Yes, there was one gossip item a couple of days
ago, | read that too! (Laughs) Wanting to sue the
producers is as absurd a notion as my being
secretly married for a year — another recent item

Can you talk about your role in Autograph
that also has Prosenjit in the lead?

Autograph tells a fresh and beautiful story Recently, an article mentioned that Kareena

ASHOK CHATTERJEE
Times News Network

And it only augurs well for us.

After exploits on the foreign soil
by Yuki Bhambri and Somdev
Devvarman, it is now the turn of
another Indian Davis Cupper, Rohan
Bopanna, to hog the limelight. Along
with Aisam-ul-Haqg Qureshi, Bopanna
clinched their third ATP Challenger
doubles title of the season, defeating
Jarkko Nieminen and Henri Kontinen
6-2 76 of the Helsinki event in Finland.

Back from a successful event,

Bopanna is elated. After all, this victo-
ry comes right after his other ATP
Challenger win in Aachen, Germany.
“Every victory tastes sweet, especially
back-to-back wins. This victory will
also help me qualify for the Australian
Open. I'm hoping to find a partner for
the Grand Slam event. With this win,
my ATP ranking has gone up to 82,”

Bopanna says, although he rues the
fact that he had to sit out with

injury for three months.

In times of cross-border
tension, what is heartening
to see is his pairing with

Pakistani Qureshi. Talking

I ndian tennis is on the upswing.

Even as ATP says itcan’t reopen Agassi drug case and
teammates snort thelr disapproval over his remarkably
Open autobiography, Rohan Bopanna — fresh from his
third ATP Challenger doubles win — is openly empathetic

about the Indo-Pak Express, Bopanna
says, “I've been pairing with Qureshi
since 2006. We’ve done well as a team
and we’re good friends off the court.”
So how important is the rapport
between the players for a successful
pairing? “The off-the-court chemistry
helps on-court performances. It helps
you win in close matches and pull
through close calls,” explains the six
feet-something. But doesn’t the odd
pairing — a Pakistani and an Indian
— raise questions? “All this India-Pak
obsession is a creation of the media.
We are just players; two professionals
who are playing together,” he adds.
Back home from Finland, Bopanna
is on a 10-day break. Then he starts
afresh, preparing for the Chennai
Open. Ask him about whether playing
singles or doubles is his priority and

he says, “Both matter. With no spon-
sors, my doubles tournaments are cov-
ering all my expenses for my singles.”
It is always a struggle finding sponsors
since there are not too many ATP tour-
naments being played here.
Disappointment sets in when Bopanna
compares the facilities he gets in India
with what the international players
get. “Even geographically, we are at a
disadvantage. Taking a flight back
home proves dear. Many a time, | have
stayed back at tournaments just to get
more practice players,” says Bopanna.
With the likes of Yuki and Somdev
in the Indian contingent of the Davis
Cup, Bopanna says it’s a good sign for
Indian tennis. “There is always compe-
tition with Somdev and Yuki. Both
have raised the bar in the Davis Cup.”
The Roger Federer fan, misses home
when playing abroad. He makes sure
he carries his set of DVDs for compa-
ny. The Bangalorean, who has just fin-
ished reading Andre Agassi’s mem-
oirs, Open: An Autobiography, says,
“He sure feels guilty about his amoral
conduct.” That apart, he is also an MJ
fan and has watched This Is It. The 29-
year old busybee, however, has no time
for romance. “Where is the time?” is
Bopanna’s parting shot.
ashok.chatterjee@timesgroup.com

‘Every victory tastes sweet,

especially back-to-back wins’

'ma

bore’

Voted Sexiest Man Alive, actor Robert Pattinson reveals why he loves all the
attention and is over the moon going buff for Twilight

MEDHA SHRI
Times News Network

How did you prepare for your role?

Physical fitness was my only concern.
Before Twilight, | never worried much about
exercising my abs out, but for being Edward, |
did every freaking thing possible.

Are you enjoying all the attention?

Before Twilight, people used to complain
about a lot of things in me, like my chest hair,
and post-Twilight, it’s about me wearing same
clothes. | got more compliments over
complaints though, when | heard people say,
‘He wears same clothes. Wow, that’s so cool.’ |
don’t mind wearing what | have worn before;
after all, they are all my clothes | am wearing.

How do titles like — Sexiest Man Alive,
make you feel?

Who won't like being called the sexiest
person? | am okay with such tags as far as
there is no stereotyping. But yes, | would like to
rename the title to The Sexiest Actor instead of
just Man. After all, | am an actor first.

Your favourite stars — male and female...
Jack Nicholson. | always wanted to be like

him since childhood. Among favourite female

actors, Kristen Stewart has impressed me and

the whole world, with her acting skills.

You have flaunted your bare body a lot in
the Twilight...
That was "coz the character demanded it.

You have been linked with a lot of
women. Who's your girlfriend?

1 do not have a girlfriend and neither do |
want one, considering the environment | am
in now. | am only reading books and watching
films always. | am quite a bore. If I'd have a
girlfriend, why would | shy away from media
glare?

Have you watched any Bollywood movies?
No, though I've seen a couple of Hollywood
films having an Indian touch. That’s where |
see Indian actors and they are great perform-
ers. This year’s Oscar showed us glimpses of
Indian actors and India in Hollywood while
Slumdog swept all the awards. It is needless
saying how far Indian cinema has come.

Have you been approached by any other
Bollywood film-maker, apart from Mira
Nair for Vanity Fair?

Not yet, but | won’t mind working abroad if
it is a good project and has some potential for
me to perform as an actor instead of adding
just a name.
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